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body of men holding in their hands (even in the lowei
ranks) very wide powers which place the liberty, pro-
perty and self-respect of innocent people at their mercy.

We had not understood what the expression
"Police Raj," which we have heard used so often,
meant till we came to India and saw it in action. Petty
officials exercise very wide powers, which are freely
used. The Ordinances have destroyed every safeguard
against police excesses, which obtains all over India
and is by no means confined to the ill-paid ranks of the
force.

It is difficult to understand why force should be
used at all in effecting arrests of civil resisters, as it is
admitted that they neither resist nor evade arrests.
The explanation offered was that such methods
were more effective and cheaper than arrests. The
explanation carries with it its own condemnation.
Another gross abuse that appeared to be widely preva-
lent was the practice of allowing the police to buy
directly or indirectly goods that had been attached or
confiscated.

JAILS AND OFFICIALS

We had great difficulty in obtaining permission
to see jails, and had to take refusals in several cases.
The total number of jails that the Delegation saw was
eight. We have, however, collected evidence from ex-
prisoners in different parts of the country. We have
no doubt in our mind that ill-treatment of political